
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 27 June 2013] 

 p2448b-2448b 
Mr Matt Taylor 

 [1] 

EMMA STEVENSON 
Statement by Member for Bateman 

MR M.H. TAYLOR (Bateman) [3.48 pm]: It is with great delight that I rise today to speak about an 
outstanding individual in my electorate of Bateman. Emma Stevenson was recently awarded Challenger Institute 
of Technology’s Student of the Year and Apprentice of the Year Awards. These prestigious awards recognise 
Emma’s hard-earned achievements in her field of engineering, and follow on from her previous recognition in 
2011 when she won BHP Billiton’s Apprentice of the Year. I had the privilege of meeting with Emma recently 
to personally congratulate her on her achievements. I was impressed by Emma’s strong work ethic and her desire 
to diversify her skillset to maximise her long-term employability in an economic climate that is constantly 
evolving. However, as valuable as this kind of strategic thinking is, this was not what impressed me the most 
about this young lady; rather, it was her humble and gracious attitude and her optimistic and content outlook, 
both of which set her apart from her peers both now and in the future 

We need to continue investing into the next generation of leaders who will lead our society into a more 
prosperous and sustainable future. To this end, I was encouraged to hear Emma recount that she had been 
inspired to learn by her educational institution, Challenger Institute, and her employer, BHP Billiton. Having 
worked most of my career to date in science and innovation, I commend Emma’s passion in this important field. 
We need these types of leaders to have a character that matches their intellect. It was therefore a delight to meet 
with Emma and witness those qualities firsthand. The outstanding achievements of people such as Emma, who 
are making contributions to our community through their skill and passion, are achievements that I look forward 
to highlighting to in the Assembly during my time in this place.  
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